






























16 arena

Around one fifth 
of Usdaw’s 
membership is made 
up of workers aged 

under 27 and that’s more than 
80,000 young members.

The union provides many 
opportunities for these young 
workers to get involved 
and play a bigger role with 
hundreds already signed up as 
activists, including safety and 
learning reps.

Young workers can also get 
involved with their divisional 
young workers’ committees, 
which organise events 
specifically aimed at involving 
young members and activists 
in campaign days and special 
events.

The union’s training courses 
are also available to new 
young reps and include the 
introductory and follow-on 
courses, specialist safety and 
learning courses, summer 
schools, weekend schools, 
trade conferences and the 

Annual Delegate Meeting.
General secretary John 

Hannett is keen to see more 
young workers get involved 
with Usdaw. “Wages, terms 
and conditions, and rights 
at work all affect our young 
members just as much as the 
older generation,” he said. 

“So the more young 
workers we have standing 
up for themselves and their 
fellow workers the better.

“The trade union 
movement relies on the input 
of the younger generation to 
keep our demand for fairness, 
justice and equality in the 
workplace and society alive.

“I’d appeal to our young 
members to ask their fellow 
reps about getting more 
involved, maybe becoming 
a rep or going to one of 
the divisional or national 
meetings to find out more 
about how Usdaw can help 
them and they can help the 
union.”

Arena spoke to six award-
winning reps at this year’s 
national organising awards 
night held in Manchester in 
January.

Tom Hemmings
Delivery driver Tom, 23, works 
for Tesco in Sandhurst, where 
he is the youngest rep in a 
team of six who look after 500 
members. 

“I became active in 2013. 

Young reps 
sparkle at 
awards night
Usdaw has a lot to offer its young 
members aged under 27 who want to get 
active and thousands have done just that...

Get active

Active reps (l-r) Graham Menzies, 

Russ Jones, Jade Rutherford, 

Leanne McAdie, Ricky Brown, 

and Tom Hemmings




































































